tne treasure or virginity—• wmcri, j crumc Candidly tells his friends, ' I do not praise to the sky because I possess it, but rather because I admire what I do not possess.7 At a time when depopulation was one of the greatest evils of the empire, thoughtful Romans were little disposed to listen to the morbid praise of virginity which was taken up by every great prelate in the Church ; they did not feel reassured by Ambrose's theory that God would increase the fertility of their matrons in recompense, or Chrysostom's notion that the race would be propagated miraculously.1 Moreover, even senators, like Paulinus, were beginning to desert the service of their country under the influence of this religion of detachment, as Jerome (ep. 145) urged even the soldiers to do.
On the other hand, Jerome's letters made it clear that, whilst these efforts were being made to instil heroic enterprise into women, the clergy were sinking deeper into corruption. Chrysostom said of Christian Antioch that 'amongst so many
^ The Manicheans used to retort to the Christians: 'The mule is a virgin.'
